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A Study of Leading Words in the Lyrics of Tang and
Song Dynasties

Feng-Ju Lo and Wei-Cheng Tsao

Yuan Ze University

“Leading words” pertain to the specific usage of words in Lyrics. In the
forms of the verses of Poetry, Song and Exposition, the ‘filler word’ has been
confused with the ‘leading word’, but the two differ in fact.

Some studies of leading words already appeared in South Song Dynasty.
However, in the literature such studies are few in number, and they had a
particular focus on the works of an individual writer or on a few particular facts in
fragments. There were few holistic studies of the “Tang and Song Lyrics”. As
previous studies are fragmental in coverage, there are diverse statements of issues
such as the origin, name, definition, word number, position, verse pattern, tone,
word category, form, function and effect, grammar, and frequency of leading
words.

The position of leading words in verses pertains to meter issue of Lyrics.
However, except for the “Meter for Lyrics of Tang and Song Dynasties” written
by Long Yusheng, which collated 198 kinds of frequent-used Lyric tunes and
marked the position of the leading words, the other collection of Lyric tunes had
no such markings.

Previous researchers employed few data for leading-word studies because
statistical analysis of large data was difficulty to do manually. This paper used
computer as an assisting tool and built the electronic files for works and Lyric
tunes of Tang and Song Dynasties. The entire works were sorted by Lyric tunes.
When most Lyric tunes showed the same position for using a leading word, it was
determined that the position of that Lyric tune required a leading word. Then on
the basis of the marked Lyric tunes, all words occurring in that position in the
lyrics of the same tune were marked as leading words. All the Lyrics of Tang and
Song Dynasties were so marked and then processed automatically by computer.
Statistics for analyzing the origin, position, wordage, sentence pattern, tone and
form were obtained. Meanwhile, the correlation between leading words and music
was explored for finding a clear and definite statement of leading words in Lyric
on the basis of the Lyrics of Tang and Song Dynasties. Owing to some time
restraints, issues like word category and syntax will be discussed elsewhere.

Key words: Tang and Song lyrics, leading word, lyric tune, lyric form, lyric tone,
automatic tool
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