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A Chinese multimedia website integrating local languages and resources: The case of
Teaching classical poetry chanting
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Abstract

Chinese classical poetry has been passed down all the way from Book of Poetry, Music Songs in Han
Dynasty, and Poems in Tang and Song Dynasties. Over 2000 years, Taiwan classical Chinese poetry still
inherits and passes down the tradition and has been sung and recited non-stop. Many Taiwan classical
Chinese poems that are as good as Poems in Tang and Song Dynasties have been created. The poets who
grow up on this land chant the beautiful mountains and rivers on this land, to express the local customs and
practices, feelings of joy and sorrow, and cultural content. The “300 Tang Poems” was selected and
compiled in Qing Dynasty, and it has become the introductory book for children and adolescents in the cross
straits to contact classical Chinese poems. Taiwanese children can recite these classical Chinese poems very

well, but they have never seen the landscapes portrayed in the poems.

This article intends to select 500 works, based on Taiwan classical Chinese poetry as the scope, to
establish a website of Geographic Information System for Teaching Taiwan Classical Chinese Poetry
Recitation and Singing that will combine the works with geographic locations to provide instructional

materials of Taiwan classical poetry for elementary and high schools in Taiwan region. Because the selected



works spread evenly in every region in Taiwan, when conducting the teaching of classical poetry,
elementary and high schools in every county/city/township can select the works of their hometown to learn
first, which will trigger their sentiment for getting close to their hometown. Also, these classical poems will
be connected with the environment in which children grow up, to accompany children when children are
growing up.

The principles for selecting the works include: 1. Their levels are suitable for children and adolescents; 2.
The writing and locations of the works encompass every region in Taiwan; 3. The contents of the works
cover: (1) Taiwan’s mountains, rivers, landscapes, and famous resorts; (2) Taiwan’s delicacies, as well as
agricultural and aquatic products regarding the people's livelihood; (3) Taiwan’s local customs and practices.
The established instructional materials are based on Taiwan classical Chinese poetry. The contents include: 1.
The full texts and annotations of the poetic works of Taiwan classical Chinese poetry; 2. Sound data of
singing and chants in Taiwanese Language or Hakka Language for every poetic work; 3. Related stories of

Taiwan folk ballads are incorporated, to be instructional materials for extended reading.

Key Words: Taiwan Classical Chinese Poetry, Literature Geographic Information System, Online Teaching,
Chinese Poetry Recitation and Singing
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