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On Evolution of Lexical Senses of Word ‘Yiy1'
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Abstract: Word senses change during history. This paper first establishes the lexical semantic
structures for the modern word “yiyi”. On the basis of written texts the senses of “reluctant to part” and
“sway” were gleaned. However, in the Book of Odes compiled around 600 BC, the word meant
“luxuriant” or “strong”. On the other hand, the “yi” morpheme had the senses of “attached”, “lean
on”, and other similar senses. Around the beginning of the first century, a sense of “love” emerged and
subsequently the senses of “reluctant to part” and “mild and gentle” appeared.
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