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The Segmentation Principles and Named Entity Annotations for
Fictions in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Li Wanyin, Xiong Dan, Lu Qin, Lo Fengju, Shi Dingxu, Chiu Tin-shing

Abgract: The quality of text segmentation and annotation plays a significant role in Naturad Language Processing
especidly in downstream applications. This paper presents a set of segmentation principles and named entity annotation
targeted for fictions of the Ming and Qing dynasties. The purpose of this work isto lay the foundation for computer aided
lexica semantic andysis of classicad Chinese literature. Hopefully the result of this work can provide indghts into the
trangtion of Chinese literature from its traditional forms such as traditiond verses and vernacular styles to modern
Chinese. To assigt in literature study, an elaborate named entity annotation scheme is dso developed. Computer aided
segmentation and named entity annotation are conducted on the famous Ming and Qing Chinese novel Dream of the Red
Chamber. The specification for the segmentation and annotation is produced based on the studies of the morphology and
semantics differences as well as smilarities between traditiona classical Chinese and modern Chinese with reference to
segmentation and annotation principles developed at Peking Universty in Mainland China and Academia Sinica in
Taiwan.

Keywords. segmentation and PoS principles, named entities, fictions in the Ming and Qing dynasties, computer aided
annotation, semantic andysis
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