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Abstract: Chinese idioms are commented as the treasure of national language and culture and serve as a very important
of Chinese vocabulary. With a pretty large number and fixed structure, Chinese idioms are semantically concise and
pragmatically expressive, embody rich social, historical and culture knowledge, which enable them to present vivid
image when in use. This paper introduces the entries and fields selected for the Chinese Idiom Knowledge Base (CIKB)
built by the Institute of Computational Linguistics at Peking University (ICL/PKU) as well as its construction methods,
research and applications so far.
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<Literal>cup/bow/snake/shadow. The shadow of a bow is mistakened as a snake in one’s cup.

<l FH>OH A NIR T % . @ <Story>@In Jin Dynasty, a man named

- Yue Guang in Henan was very hospitable.
. Y/ NS =
FAOII A AARAR S, @O0ne day he found a friend stopped

RBEFT 2%, MiEEASMMEA. ©® visiting him for a long time. Surprised, he
s o o decided to pay his friend a visit. @His
JIACUE EIRAEAR GBI AL T A7 friend told him that he had found a snake
W S RS A T . @S (R in his cup when they drank in Yue’s house
last time and turned sick ever since.@
EE €A P S e e A RS- Confused by this, Yue returned home to
” N o find the reason: It was the shadow of a
TRIBAETIM B @M AT VLR s bow hanging on the wall.® After his
IFT . friend learned this, he got well soon.
<Explanation>to be so suspicious as to
<fRRESHE LR T A . arouse fear
< >
LTSRN, R o e e ey oo
o0 > By became ~.
D, JLPETR SR NS <English Equivalent>to be afraid of one’s
shadow
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