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Abstract: Morpheme inversion is a significant lexical phenomenon in the historical development of Chinese words, and
it poses additional difficulties in Chinese segmentation, especially in the processing of Chinese classics. This work
conducts a study on the disyllabic morpheme-inverted compounds in the Chinese diachronic corpora from the
perspective of natural language processing. The corpora include two pre-Qin classics and four notable novels created in
the Ming and Qing dynasties, in which words are segmented and named entities are tagged. Based on the full statistics
and analysis, a comparative study is carried out on the use of the disyllabic morpheme-inverted compounds in the two
styles of Chinese texts, that is, historical works and fictions. The results demonstrate the preference of the inverted words

used in the two types of texts as well as the evolution of these compounds in Chinese classics.
Keywords: Disyllabic morpheme-inverted compounds, Chinese diachronic corpora, Chinese segmentation
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