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Abstract: Titles in this paper refer to the names of official position (E/H#i4%) and titles of nobility or honor (EH7E+5%).
They can be found in various kinds of written records in different periods and have great historical significance. This
paper introduced a machine learning system to recognize the titles in diachronic corpora using annotated data. A tagged
corpus of four classical novels produced in the Ming and Qing dynasties is used to train the system. The system is then
used to automatically recognize and extract the titles in pre-Qin classics, Tang-dynasty poems, and modern Chinese news.
Experimental results show that the system can achieve relatively good results in recognizing the titles in the pre-Qin
classics and Tang-dynasty poems. This attempt to extract the titles in diachronic corpora is able to provide reference to
other researches related to recognition of named entities in texts of different styles. This work is a first attempt to improve
the performance of automatic title recognition in diachronic corpora. It should be a helpful tool for the studies on the
evolution of titles throughout the Chinese history.
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